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upon this religion with fatal rapidity, or that need
prevent its undergoing the same modifications, mystifications,
^nd spiritual quickening which have preserved " other Asiatic
religions. Qualified observers have thought that we might at
asy time witness a great Brahmanic reforming revival in India,
if some really gifted and singularly powerful prophet were to
arise among the Hindus. Certainly the reform must come
scon, far extraordinary political and social changes must
always shake violently the fabric of a religion belonging to
otter times and circumstances. And it is most unsafe to
venture even a conjecture as to the form or direction which
the inevitable changes in TnrHfl-n ideas must take, because the
situation isr go unprecedented ; for the effect of suddenly bring-
ing India into full rapport with the foremost of European
jlations cannot be estimated by this generation. We cannot
say what may be the result of letting loose upon the country
aH the ideas and levelling forces which are engendered by a
democratic European nation, and which at present tend to
substitute a rather cynical utilitarianism for the traditional
^prestige of capricious kings and priests, and of the gods whom
they made in their own image. To these forces Buddhism
and Mahomedanism, the religions called missionary, are quite
as xnuch exposed as Brahmanism ; nor can one perceive why
Northern Buddhism should not be as much affected externally by
observation and experience as the Brahmanic doctrines ; while
Islam has dangers of its own. Brahmanism must undoubtedly
make haste to change its outward features, economise its lavish
wonder-working, and. concentrate its divine essences; but one
TOftald imagine that no religion was ever better qualified for
protecting itself by various transformations, or better fitted
with the necessary machinery. Whenever the modern forces
dome into widely-effective play upon Asia, what chance will
Buddhism and Islam have of -withstanding them, which Brah-
3EHanism may not have also? Or what prospect will there be
of any great arena being left in which the dominion of the
world caa bB staked a^ the prize of a tournament among reli-
gions clad in the armour and using the weapons of our ances-
tors'? The state and movement of religion in Tn^ta. have